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CDC Guidance for Dental Settings

• Updated on May 19, 2020
−Does not replace the CDC “Guidelines for 

Infection Control in Dental Settings-2003”

• Key Points
−Dental settings have unique characteristics that 

warrant specific infection control considerations
−Dental healthcare personnel (DHCP) should:

• Prioritize the most critical dental services
• Proactively communicate to both DHCP and patients 

the need to stay home if sick
• Know the steps to take if a patient with COVID-19 

symptoms enters
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
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Summary of Recent Changes

• Recommendation provided for resuming 
non-emergency dental care

• New information:
−Regarding facility and equipment
−Sterilization and Disinfection
−Use of test-based strategies to inform patient 

care

• Expanded recommendations for provision 
of dental care to both patients with and 
without COVID-19

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
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Recommendations

• Stay informed and consult with state or 
local health departments for region-specific 
information and recommendations

• Continue to practice universal source 
control and actively screen for fever and 
symptoms of COVID-19 for ALL patients, 
visitors and staff who enter the facility

• Ensure that you have the appropriate 
amount of personal protective equipment 
(PPE) and supplies to support volume.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
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Risk Factors
• Dentistry involves use of rotary dental and 

surgical instruments
• Create a visible spray that can contain particle 

droplets of water, salvia, blood, 
microorganisms and other debris

• Surgical masks protect mucous membranes of 
the nose and mouth from droplet spatter

• Surgical mask do not provide complete 
protection against inhalation of airborne 
infectious agents

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/pdfs/UnderstandDifferenceInfographic-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/pdfs/UnderstandDifferenceInfographic-508.pdf
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Definitions

• No transmission or minimal community 
transmission: Evidence of isolated cases or 
limited community transmission, case 
investigations underway; no evidence of 
exposure in large communal settings
−Strict adherence to Standard Precautions when 

providing dental care to patients without
suspected or confirmed COVID-19

−However recommend to practice according to 
the considerations below

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
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Definitions 

• Minimal to moderate transmission
−Sustained transmission with high likelihood or 

confirmed exposure within communal setting 
and potential for rapid increase in cases

• Substantial transmission
−Large scale community transmission, including 

communal settings

• Provide dental care using additional 
consideration listed in CDC guidance

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
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Considerations for Use of Test-Based 
Strategies to Inform Patient Care

• Consider using a tiered approach to 
universal PPE on the level of transmission 
in the community

• Consider pre-procedure testing for COVID-
19
−Depends on testing availability and how rapidly 

results are available
−Limitations of testing

• Negative results during incubation period
• Potential false negative tests

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
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Engineering Controls

Can shield staff, patients, and 
visitors from exposure to hazards.

Physical barriers or partitions between patients and staff
• curtains separating patients in semi-private areas
• Plexiglass or acrylic sneeze guards

Also, consider using systems to capture and remove 
mists or aerosols

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/dentistry.html

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/dentistry.html
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Engineering Control-Patient 
Management

• Contact all patients prior to dental treatment
• Systematically assess all patients and 

visitors upon arrival
• Patient to re-don face covering at the 

completion of care
• Request patient inform dental clinic if they 

develop symptoms or are diagnosed with 
COVID-19 within 14 days after the 
appointment

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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Engineering Controls-Facility 
Considerations

• Ensure adherence to respiratory 
hygiene/cough etiquette

• Physical distancing-place chairs in waiting 
room at least six feet apart

• Remove frequently touched objects from 
waiting area

• Minimize the number of people

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/infectioncontrol/resphygiene.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/infectioncontrol/resphygiene.htm
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Engineering Controls-Equipment 
Considerations

• Review manufacturer's instructions for use 
(IFUs) for office closure, period of non-use 
and reopening for all equipment and 
devices
−Dental unit waterlines
−Autoclaves and instrument cleaning equipment
−Air compressor, vacuum and suction lines, 

radiography equipment etc.,

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/building-water-system.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/building-water-system.html
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Engineering Control-Ventilation 
Systems

• Consult a heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning (HVAC) professional
−Airflow clean to less clean
− Increase filtration efficiency to the highest level 

compatible 
− Increase outdoor air
−Limit use of demand-controlled ventilation
−Consider using HEPA air filtration unit
−Consider the use of ultraviolet germicidal 

irradiation (UVGI)

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/environmental/appendix/air.html#tableb1

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/environmental/appendix/air.html#tableb1
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https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/what-merv-rating-1

https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/what-merv-rating-1
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https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/environmental/appendix/air.html#tableb1

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/environmental/appendix/air.html#tableb1
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Administrative Controls (AC) and Work 
Practices (WP)

• DHCP remain with one patient until 
care complete

• Only supplies/instruments needed for 
that procedure

• Avoid aerosol-generating procedures 
(AGP) whenever possible
−Use four handed dentistry, high 

evacuation suction and dental dams
−Limit number of personnel

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
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AC and WP Controls-Hand Hygiene

• Practice strict adherence to hand hygiene, 
including:
−Before and after all patient contact, contact with 

potentially infectious material, and before 
putting on and after removing PPE, including 
gloves

−Use alcohol-base hand rub (ABHR) with 60-95% 
alcohol or wash hands with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds. If hands are visible soiled, use 
soap and water before returning to ABHR

−Ensure that hand hygiene supplies are readily 
available

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
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AC and WP Controls-Dental Healthcare 
Personnel
• Monitor and Manage DHCP
−Sick leave policies flexible and non-punitive
−Ask they monitor themselves for symptoms
−Screen at the beginning of shift

• Universal Source Control
−DHCP should always wear a face covering  while 

in the dental setting
−Take steps to prevent contamination
−Perform hand hygiene immediately before and 

after any contact with the facemask

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
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AC and WP Controls-Patient Placement 
Strategies

• Individual patient rooms 
preferred

• If floor plan open
− 6 feet between
−Physical barriers
−Operatories parallel to airflow

• Patient orientation
−Head away from corridors
−Toward rear wall
−Near the return air vents

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
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Dr. David Weber’s presentation SPICE June 5th, 2020
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AC and WP Controls-Patient Volume 
Strategies

• Identify maximum number of patients at 
one time

• Allow a 15-minute wait period after patient 
leaves and before beginning the room 
cleaning and disinfection process

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html


NCDHHS, Division of Public Health| Guidance for Dental Settings During the COVID-19 Response| June 10, 2020 24

Environmental Infection Control
−Ensure that environmental cleaning and disinfection 

procedures are followed
−Use an EPA-registered disinfectant qualified for use 

against SARS-CoV-2
−To clean/disinfect the operatory after a patient without

suspected/confirmed COVID-19 wait 15 minutes after 
completion of care and exit of each patient

−To clean/disinfect the operatory after a patient with 
suspected/confirmed COVID-19 delay entry into the 
operatory until a sufficient time has elapsed for enough 
air changes to remove potentially infectious particles

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2-covid-19

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2-covid-19
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Sterilization and Disinfection 

• Sterilization protocols do not vary for 
respiratory pathogens

• Follow recommendations for Sterilization 
and Disinfection of Patient-Care Items 
present in the Guidelines for Infection 
Control in Dental Health-Care Settings-2003

• Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for 
times and temperatures.

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5217a1.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5217a1.htm
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Exposure Risk Levels in Dentistry

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-
19/dentistry.html#:~:text=Employers%20of%20dentistry%20workers%20are,(29%20CFR%201910.134)%20st
andards.

Low

• Admin duties 
in non-public 
areas

Medium

• Providing 
urgent/ER, 
non-
aerosolizing 
procedures 
(COVID-19 
unknown)

• Busy staff 
areas

High

• Entering in 
COVID-19+ 
room

• Providing non-
aerosolizing 
care to 
COVID-19+ 
patient

• Performing 
aerosol-
generating 
procedures on 
well patients

Very High

• Performing 
aerosol-
generating 
procedures on 
COVID-19+ 
patient

• Collecting or 
handling 
COVID-19 
specimens

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/dentistry.html:%7E:text=Employers%20of%20dentistry%20workers%20are,(29%20CFR%201910.134)%20standards.
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Precautions

The CDC provides the most updated Infection 
Prevention and Control recommendations for 
emergency dental procedures during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-
19/dentistry.html#:~:text=Employers%20of%20dentistry%20workers%20are,(29%20CFR%201910.134)%20standards.

Standard Contact Droplet Airborne

No 
aerosols X X X

Aerosol-
generating X X X

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/dentistry.html:%7E:text=Employers%20of%20dentistry%20workers%20are,(29%20CFR%201910.134)%20standards.
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CDC’s PPE Recommendations
• For procedures likely to 

generate splashes:
−Gloves + eye protection + gown + 

surgical mask

• For aerosol generating 
procedures:
−Gloves + eye protection + gown + 

N95 or higher-level respirator

• For patients with suspected or 
confirmed COVID-19:
−Gloves + eye protection + gown + 

N95 or higher-level respirator
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Personal Protective Equipment
No 
Aerosols

Aerosols COVID-19+

Gown

Gloves

Eye Protection

Surgical Mask

NIOSH-certified 
Respirator

If respirator unavailable, a level 3 surgical mask with a 
face shield is recommended

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/dentistry.html

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/dentistry.html
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Types of Respirators

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-
standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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Masks

The most common type of N95 
respirator is disposable and not 
designed for extended use.
Can be reused in come cases. 
Fit testing required.
For a true reusable respirator, 
an elastomeric or powered air 
purifying respirator should be 
considered.

N95 Respirator and Surgical N95

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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Masks
A new day in masks for dental providers!

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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Masks

An elastomeric respirator forms a tight seal 
against the user’s face. 

Fit testing is still required.

Uses filtering cartridges.

Good for high demand, such as a 
pandemic.

Some health facilities use the elastomeric 
exclusively due to employee’s perceptions 
of better fit.

Elastomeric Respirator

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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Masks

• Offers superior respiratory 
protection

• Healthcare providers 
complain  about wearing 
them they restrict 
peripheral vision.

• Loose-fitting PAPRs may be 
used when fit testing fails or 
when facial hair is present.

Powered Air Purifying Respirator 
(PAPR)

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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OSHA Requirements

I. Bloodborne Pathogens Standard (29 CFR 1910.1030)

• applies to exposure to blood and pathogens 
(occupational exposure to saliva)

II. Personal Protective Equipment (29 CFR 1910.132)

III. Respiratory Protection (29 CFR 1910.134)
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Respiratory Protection Standard
In the control of those occupational diseases caused by breathing air contaminated with 
harmful dusts, fogs, fumes, mists, gases, smokes, sprays, or vapors, the primary objective 
shall be to prevent atmospheric contamination. This shall be accomplished as far as 
feasible by accepted engineering control measures (for example, enclosure or confinement 
of the operation, general and local ventilation, and substitution of less toxic materials). 
When effective engineering controls are not feasible, or while they are being 
instituted, appropriate respirators shall be used pursuant to this section.

A respirator shall be provided to each employee when such equipment is necessary to 
protect the health of such employee. The employer shall provide the respirators which are 
applicable and suitable for the purpose intended. The employer shall be 
responsible for the establishment and maintenance of a respiratory 
protection program, which shall include the requirements outlined in paragraph (c) of 
this section. The program shall cover each employee required by this section to use a 
respirator.

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.134

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.134


NCDHHS, Division of Public Health| Guidance for Dental Settings During the COVID-19 Response| June 10, 2020 37

Respiratory Protection Program

• Written
• Administered by a suitably trained program 

administrator
• Small Entity Compliance Guide

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.134

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.134
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STEP

02

STEP

03

STEP

01

STEP

05

STEP

06

STEP

04
1 .  R e s p i r a t o r  s e l e c t i o n  

p r o c e d u r e s

2 .  M e d i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n s

3 .  F i t  t e s t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  

4 .  P r o p e r  u s e  p r o c e d u r e s

5 .  R e s p i r a t o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  

p r o c e d u r e s

6 .  P r o c e d u r e s  t o  

e n s u r e  a d e q u a t e  a i r  

q u a l i t y  a n d  f l o w  

7 .  E m p l o y e e  t r a i n i n g  –

r e s p  h a z a r d s

8 .  E m p l o y e e  t r a i n i n g  –

p r o p e r  u s e ,  d o n n i n g ,  

d o f f i n g

9 .  P r o g r a m  e v a l u a t i o n  

p r o c e d u r e s

R E S P I R AT O R Y  P R O T E C T I O N  

P R O G R A M

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

S t e p  1 :  R e s p i r a t o r  

s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s

The employer shall:

• Select and provide appropriate 

respirator

• Select a NIOSH-certified 

respirator

• Identify and evaluate 

respiratory hazards in the 

workplace

• Select respirator from multiple 

models that correctly fits user

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

S t e p  2 .  M e d i c a l  

e v a l u a t i o n s

The employer shall:

• Provide medical evaluation 

before employee is fit tested

• Identify physician or licensed 

health care professional 

(PLHCP) to perform med eval

• Ensure f/u med. Exam is 

provided to positive response Q1-

8 

• Ensure confidentiality of med 

questionnaire and exams

• Conduct during work hours

• Provide supplemental 

information to PLHCP

• Determine employee’s ability to 

use respirator 

• Provide additional medical 

evaluations if needed

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  
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h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

S t e p  3 .  F i t  t e s t i n g  

p r o c e d u r e s  

The employer shall:

• Ensure employees are fit tested 

prior to using respirator and 

annually thereafter

• Conduct additional fit test 

whenever changes occur

• Fit test using OHSA accepted 

qualitative or quantitative 

protocol
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Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

S t e p  4 .  P r o p e r  u s e  

p r o c e d u r e s

The employer shall establish proper 

use procedures for routine and 

emergency use that:

• Prevent leaks in resp. facepiece 

seal

• Prevent employees from 

removing resp in hazardous 

envts.

• Ensure resp work effectively 

throughout work shift

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

The employer shall a system of 

care and maintenance that 

addresses:

• Cleaning and disinfection 

procedures

• Proper storage

• Regular inspections

• Repair methods

S t e p  5 .  R e s p i r a t o r  

m a i n t e n a n c e  p r o c e d u r e s

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Step  6 .  A i r  q u a l i t y  

a n d  u s e

Only applies if providing 

employees with atmosphere-

supplying respirators

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

S t e p s  7  &  8 .  E m p l o y e e  

t r a i n i n g

The employer shall:

• Conduct training that is 

understandable to employees

• Provide training prior to resp 

use

• Provide training annually

• Retrain when needed

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

Y o u  c a n  r e p l a c e  y o u r  t e x t  

h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

p l a c e h o l d e r  c o l u m n .  

S t e p  9 .  P r o g r a m  

e v a l u a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s

The employer shall:

• Conduct program evaluations 

as necessary

• Consult with employees to 

assess their views on the 

effectiveness of Respiratory 

Protection Program

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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Education and Training
• Provide DHCP with job- or task-

specific education and training on 
preventing transmission of 
infection agents, including 
refresher training.

• Ensure staff are educated, trained 
and competent in the appropriate 
use of PPE prior to caring for a 
patient
−CDC Training Courses
−SPICE Training Courses 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
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Voluntary Use Requirements

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/3384small-entity-for-respiratory-protection-standard-rev.pdf
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NIOSH-approved Respirators

• NIOSH-approved 
respirators are 
encouraged regardless 
of their country of 
origin

• Beware of false claims
− Inspect the respirator
− Inspect the packaging
−Review the required 

labeling

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/respirators/disp_part/default.html

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/respirators/disp_part/default.html
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NC Department of Labor: Fit 
Testing – Temporary Guidance 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/index.html


NCDHHS, Division of Public Health| Guidance for Dental Settings During the COVID-19 Response| June 10, 2020 52

Darlene Baker, RDH
Lead Policy Analyst, 
NC Division of Health Benefits
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